
WAR MEMORIAL CENTER

HONOR THE DEAD – SERVE THE LIVING

2021 ANNUAL REPORT
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T H A N K S  T O  C O M M U N I T Y  S U P P O R T ,  T H E  WA R  M E M O R I A L  C E N T E R 
R E M A I N S  T H E  P L A C E  W H E R E  O U R  H E R O E S  A R E  H O N O R E D , 

H I S T O R Y  I S  TA U G H T ,  A N D  WA R R I O R S  A R E  H E A L E D .

Dear Friends, 

For 65 years, the War Memorial Center’s mission has been to Honor the Dead — Serve the Living. As a memorial 
built to honor the lives lost in World War II, we will always honor the dead. But in 2021, we focused our work on 
really looking at the second part of that mission. What does it mean to Serve the Living?

We believe the War Memorial Center is an oasis for veterans in need of support. To that end, we joined 
with the Medical College of Wisconsin as the primary community partner in a two-year program looking at the 
effect of mass communication on preventing veteran suicide. Through this program, WMC designed and launched 
a statewide mass media and social media public health messaging campaign designed to increase help-seeking 
behavior and decrease the incidence of firearm suicides among Wisconsin veterans.  

We also joined forces with the Southeastern Wisconsin Mental Health Taskforce as the lead organization for the 
BeThereWis.com public awareness campaign. We host quarterly veteran suicide prevention training programs and 
cosponsored, along with Verlo, a program focusing on the impact of sleep on mental health. 

While the full effects of the Covid-19 pandemic may not be known for several years, the immediate impact on our 
finances is clear with earned revenue losses of $430,000 in 2020 and $280,000 in 2021. Community support 
is critical to enable our programs to be provided free of charge to veterans in partnership with local veteran 
organizations. Other 2021 milestones include:

• Celebrating and supporting the veterans who served our nation over the past 30 years since Desert Storm, while also 
marking the 20th anniversary of the attacks on September 11, 2001, through our Operation 30:20 campaign.

• Honoring the dead by educating the living through educational programs about the experiences of the men 
and women who bravely serve our country and their sacrifices for our freedom.

• Providing hope, inspiration, and critical insight on the challenges we face today through sharing inspirational 
stories of sacrifice and courage of local veterans through our unique Veterans Story Project. 

We serve as the distinctive voice for veterans, honoring their service and sacrifice and building partnerships 
throughout the community to meet the needs of veterans and their families. As a community, we need the War 
Memorial Center to continue to serve our veterans and to preserve the memory of those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice to help us keep in mind the true cost of freedom.

With much gratitude, 
Daniel Buttery, President & CEO 
Michael W. Grebe, Board Chairman

ANNUAL 
LET TER
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F I E L D  O F 
F L A G S

T H E  A N N U A L  F I E L D  O F  F L A G S  H E L D  OV E R  M E M O R I A L  D AY  W E E K E N D  I S 

A  S T U N N I N G  D I S P L AY  O F  T H O U S A N D S  O F  A M E R I C A N  F L A G S  P L A C E D  BY 

C O M M U N I T Y  V O L U N T E E R S .  I N  H O N O R  O F  T H E  2 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  O F  9 / 11, 

T H E  7, 0 5 6  F L A G S  E A C H  R E P R E S E N T E D  A  U . S .  S E R V I C E  M E M B E R  W H O  H AV E  M A D E 

T H E  U L T I M AT E  S A C R I F I C E  S I N C E  S E P T E M B E R  11,  2 0 01. 

S P O N S O R E D  BY  L O R R A I N E  O ’ M A L L E Y

M AY  2 0 21

I  A M  N O T  I N V I S I B L E : 
HONORING WOMEN VETERANS

“I WAS ABSOLUTELY BLOWN AWAY BY THE EXHIBIT. I CANNOT STRESS ENOUGH 

HOW INSPIRING IT WAS TO MEET SO MANY INCREDIBLE WOMEN IN ONE PLACE. 

AS A TEENAGE GIRL, IT WAS BOTH HUMBLING AND EMPOWERING TO READ THEIR 

STORIES, AND I THINK I’VE GAINED A GREATER APPRECIATION FOR THE LITERAL AND 

METAPHORICAL BAT TLES THAT THEY HAVE FOUGHT FOR AMERICA AND FOR WOMEN . 

I JUST WANTED TO SAY THANK YOU FOR MAKING SUCH AN EVENT POSSIBLE, AND I 

HOPE MORE YOUNG WOMEN ARE INSPIRED IN THE SAME WAY I WAS.”
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O P E R AT I O N  3 0 :2 0
T h i s  ye a r- l o n g  i n i t i a t i ve  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  o u r  n a t i o n’s  yo u n g e r 
ve t e r a n s  c o m m e m o r a t i n g  t h e  30 t h  a n n i ve r s a r y  o f  O p e r a t i o n  D e s e r t  S t o r m 
a n d  t h e  20 t h  a n n i ve r s a r y  o f  t h e  t e r r o r  a t t a c k s  o f  9/11.  N o t  o n l y  d i d 
t h o u s a n d s  o f  W i s c o n s i n  r e s i d e n t s  a n s we r  t h e  c a l l  t o  s e r ve  d u r i n g  t h e s e 
d e c a d e s ,  b u t  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  l ove d  o n e s  s t o o d  s t r o n g  a s  t h ey  wa t c h e d 
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  g e a r  u p  a n d  d e p l oy.

THIS IS HOW WE SERVED THE LIVING IN 2021

RUN-WALK-ROLL
Annual event on Milwaukee’s lakefront to 
raise awareness of WMC programs and 
services.

VETERAN SUICIDE PREVENTION 
TRAINING PROGRAM
Quar terly S.A .V.E. training in conjunction 
with the Milwaukee VA.

CONVERSATION ON 
SLEEP & PTSD
Doctors talk to veterans about the impact 
of s leep on mental health and PTSD.

AVENUE OF HEROES
Moving display featuring banners of local 
veterans (see cover).

NEVER FORGET 9/11 EXHIBIT
Wisconsin’s role in the events of 9/11 on 
the 20th anniversary of the terror at tacks.

MILWAUKEE COUNT Y 
REMEMBERS 9/11 CEREMONY
Annual program brings together veterans, 
f irs t responders and community leaders.

MOTORCYCLE RIDE TO 
WISCONSIN 9/11 MEMORIAL
Medal of Honor recipient Gary G. Wetzel 
leads r ide from WMC to the new 9/11 
Memorial in Kewaskum. 

SUMMERFEST MILITARY 
APPRECIATION DAY
WMC par tnership to celebrate veterans 
and service members with free admission 
to Summerfest on 9/11.

VIRTUAL CHAT SERIES
WMC hosts vir tual events to bring 
veterans into c lassrooms. 

AFGHANISTAN CONVERSATIONS
WMC brings together Vietnam and Global 
War on Terror (GWOT) veterans to 
navigate the complex issues surrounding 
the withdrawal from Afghanistan.

LEADERSHIP LESSONS LECTURE
Retired Army Colonel and national news 
commentator talks about Afghanistan.
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D I G I TA L  L E A R N I N G
Over 50 standards-based digital lesson plans were 
launched and have been accessed by hundreds of 
students throughout the United States.

G R E E N  PA R K I N G  L O T 
The renovation of our parking lot is 
a huge win for Lake Michigan. Green 
infrastructure strategies wil l capture 
and treat over 252,000 gallons of 
water every t ime i t rains. The space 
has been transformed into a park-l ike 
set t ing providing more green space for 
the community while improving water 
quali ty and lakefront habitats. Thank 
you to Milwaukee County, Fund for Lake 
Michigan, MMSD, and the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation for funding this 
impor tant upgrade.

B U B L R  B I K E S 
The War Memorial Center is now home to the bike 
sharing service Bublr Bike with the installat ion of this 
new bike rack connecting us to other Bublr locations in 
downtown Milwaukee. 

K E G E L’S  I N N  B E E R  GA R D E N  &  O K T O B E R F E S T 
The renovation of our parking lot led to excit ing 
community engagement with the addit ion of a summer 
beer garden culminating in a three-day Oktober fest 
ut i l izing the nor th lot.

H O N O R  RO L L
Dozens of volunteers dedicate thousands of hours to 
help us research and create a searchable database 
for the 3,481 names of Milwaukee County fallen 
service members on our Honor Roll . Learn the stories 
of these heroes on our website.

V E T E R A N S  S T O RY  P ROJ E C T
War Memorial Center President/CEO Dan But tery 
interviews Medal of Honor recipient Gary G. Wetzel. 
Gary’s story may be well known to many Wisconsin 
veterans, but in this interview he talks about his work with 
young people and how he hopes his story can inspire the 
youngest generation. 



W
A

R
 M

E
M

O
R

IA
L C

E
N

T
E

R
 |

 2
0

2
1

 A
N

N
U

A
L R

E
P

O
R

T
W

A
R

 M
E

M
O

R
IA

L 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 |

 2
0

2
1

 A
N

N
U

A
L 

R
E

P
O

R
T

11

C O N D E N S E D  S TAT E M E N T  O F  AC T I V I T I E S

R E V E N U E :

$ 2 , 0 31, 327

$ 1, 3 0 9, 2 0 0

$ 722 ,127E A R N E D  R E V E N U E 
( R E F L E C TS  $ 2 8 0 , 0 0 0 
R E V E N U E  LO S S  D U E 
TO  C OV I D - 19 )

P U B L I C / P R I VAT E 
C O N T R I B U T I O N S

E X P E N S E S :

$ 2 , 22 4 , 3 0 4
$ 2 62 , 5 37
$ 2 01, 8 4 6

$ 1, 759,921

P R O G R A M

M A N AG E M E N T 
A N D  G E N E R A L

F U N D R A I S I N G

C O N D E N S E D  S TAT E M E N T  O F 
F I N A N C I A L  P O S I T I O N

The  c o n d e ns e d  s t a t e m e n t  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  c o n d e ns e d  s t a t e m e n t  o f  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n

a re  d e r i ve d  f ro m  t he  Wa r  M e m o r i a l  C e n t e r ’s  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  a s  o f  D e c e m b e r  31,  2 021.

A  c o m p l e t e  c o p y  i s  a va i l a b l e  u p o n  re q u e s t .

TOTA L  A S S E TS

$ 13 , 376 , 717
TOTA L  L I A B I L I T I E S

$ 271, 3 4 2
TOTA L  N E T  A S S E TS

$ 13 ,10 5 , 375

O R N A M E N T 
D O N AT I O N  AT  VA

2 021  B OA R D 
O F  T R U S T E E S

M a r y  B .  R e a d ,  S e c r e t a r y
C l e m e n t  F i n a n c e  &  L e a s i n g ,  I n c .

C a n d e e  A r n d t 
C o m m u n i t y  M e m b e r

M i c h a e l  W.  G re b e ,  C ha i r m a n 
R e t i re d

C h a r l e s  G o rd o n ,  V i c e - C ha i r m a n 
G o d f rey  &  Ka h n ,  S . C .

M i c h a e l  C .  G i b s o n ,  Tr e a s u r e r
J H  F i n d o r f f  &  S o n

G e o rg e  B a n d a
R e t i re d

B e rd i e  C ows e r,  P h . D .
C e n t e r  f o r  Ve t e ra n s  I ss u e s ,  L t d .

B e r t  G a r v i n
We  E n e rg i e s  C o r p o ra t i o n

G e o rg e  G a s p a r
R e t i re d

M i c h a e l  Kos z u t a
R e t i re d

J e f f rey  M a r ks
J o h n s o n  C o n t ro l s ,  I n c .

C o  N g u ye n
R o c k we l l  A u t o m a t i o n

C h r i s t i n e  We s t r i c h 
C o m m u n i t y  M e m b e r

C re a m he l d  Pe p i t o 
Tu f t  &  N e e d l e

J o e  D e a n
D e a n  Fa m i l y  C h a r i t a b l e  Fu n d

R E T I R E D  D U R I N G  2 021

U . S  A R M E D  F O R C E S  V E T E R A N

J o h n  We i s h a n ,  J r.
M i l wa u ke e  C o u n t y  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o rs

Thanks to a generous anonymous donor, our 
collectible War Memorial Center ornament 
was added to 300 gif t bags for veterans at 

the Milwaukee Zablocki Veterans Af fairs 
(VA) Hospital for the 34th annual Christmas 

with the Vets. The 2021 ornament design 
featured the Eternal Flame and the mosaic 
panels designed by Edmund Lewandowski. 

T H A N K  YO U !
So many individuals and businesses support 

the War Memorial Center. While there are 
too many to l ist, we appreciate each and 
every one. Our mission depends on you!

I N  M E M O R I A M
J O E  C A M P B E L L

J U N E  5 ,  1947  -  M A R C H  3 ,  2 022

Vietnam veteran Joe Campbell received 
our Patriot Award in 2018 for a l i fetime 

of extraordinary contributions to the War 
Memorial Center. Joe drove to New York 

City to pick up the steel beam from the 
World Trade Center that is now our 9/11 

Memorial. He was also a driving force 
behind the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and 
LZ War Memorial Center. Joe’s dedication 

to his fellow veterans was truly unmatched.
Photo Credit: Lee Matz 



414.273.5533     info@warmemorialcenter.org     WarMemorialCenter.org

War Memorial Center@mke_warmemorial 
@wmc_weddings

@warmemorialcenter 
@wmcweddings @WarMemorialCntr 

The War Memorial Center served as the staging area for the victory 
parade for the 2021 NBA World Champions Milwaukee Bucks!

Wa r  M e m o r i a l  C e n t e r 
75 0  N  L i n c o l n  M e m o r i a l  D r i ve 

M i l wa u ke e ,  W I  5 32 02


